Khajeh Nasir e-Din Tousi

s He was born in Tous in 1200 CE. and passed away in
1273 CE. in Kazemeyn

» A mathematician, astronomer and one of the most

pioneering lslamic philosophers of [ran.

m A Minister of Hulagu Khan — he established the Maragheh Observatory introducing
more than 12 advanced astronomical devices.

a lousi wrote approximaiely 80 books and treatises on mathematics, astronomy,
philosophy, interpretation and social issues. Some of his better known works include
‘Tadhkira Fi Elm al-Heya® (the most comprehensive critique on astronomy in medieval
times introducing the only new mathematical model of planetary motion),
‘Tansoogh Nameh’, ‘Zij-e-llkhani” (A major astronomical treatise), “Javame al-Hesab
Bel-Takht val-Torab’, *Risalat ol-Shafiyeh’, *Kashf al-Ghana an Asrar Shakl
al-Ghat'a’ *Akhlagh-e-Naseri® and ...

m In recognition of his great contributions to mathematics and astronomy, a lunar crater
located on the southern hemisphere of the moon is named ‘Nasireddin® after him. On the
theorems of trigonometry and spherical geometry, he most famously elucidated the
infinitesimals and completed the theory of Archimedes. He was the first scientist to
improve trigonometry without resorting to Menelaus theorem or astronomy and the

first person to annotate the loyoob Theory.
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Mowlana / Mowlavi / Rumi

m Jalal e-Din Mohammad Balkhi — commonly known as
Mowlavi— was born in Balkh in 1207 CE. and passed away
in 1273 in Konya, Turkey. His ancestors were all from

Khorassan in the east of Iran.

m His father Mohammad ibn Hussein Khatibi famously known as Baha ud-Din Walad
Balkhi was referred to by his disciples as ‘Sultan al-Olamaa’ (King of Scholars); a
contemporary of King Mohammad Kharazmshah and had enormous respect with the people
of Balkh.

= At 40, Rumi was an important scholar and Sufi of his time, when both his disciples
and the public benefited by his wisdom. His companionship with a mysterious dervish
called Shams-¢ Tabrizi however bedazzled and intrigued him marking a turmning point
in his life and in time evoking mad jealousy in his followers which eventually drove Shams
to leave. The departure left Molavi in great despair and led him to take up “Sama’
(a symbolic whirling dance) which he practised excessively. [Dancing in Sama day and night /
like a wheel turning on the carth]. Sama represents a mystical journey of ascent to highest
spirit, which Mowlavi exercised as an escape and ultimate liberation. His written legacy is
‘Masnawiye Ma'nawi’ (Spiritual Couplets), “The Lyrics of Shams of Tabriz® (which contrary
to popular assumption he himself wrote), ‘Rubaiyat’, ‘Fih-¢-Ma Fih (A collection of

essays: ‘Therein lies what therein is”), ‘Makatib’ (The Letters), and...
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