Sheikh Mahmoud Shabestari

= Sheikh S'ad al-Din Mahmoud ibn Amin al-Din Abdul
Karim ibn Yahya (Sheikh Mahmoud Shabestari) was
bom in Shabestar near Tabriz in 1308 CE. (during the reign

of King Keikhatoukhan) and passed away in Shabestar

at the age of 33 in 1341 CE,

m One of the most celebrated Sufi poets of the 7th & 8th century AH

m He was a Marja'a Taghlid (A religious scholar qualified to interpret the rules of
Islam) in the time of two kings Mohammad Khodabandeh and Abu Saeed
Bahadorkhan in Tabriz

m Shabestari’s remaining books in poetry are “Golshan-e-Raz’(Rose-Garden of
Secrets) and ‘Sa'adat Nameh® (The Book of Felicity) which is in four chapters on
the cognition of His Irrefutable Being, its essence, appellations, deeds and traits.
His prose survives in ‘Hagh-ol- yaghin fi marefah Rab-al-Aalamin® (The Truth of
Certitude on the Cognizance of the Lord of the Two Worlds); *mer'aat-ol-
mohagheghin’(Mirror of Seckers) about the understanding of God and self; and
*Shahed” or *Shahed Nameh”.
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Hafez
g Shams e-Din Mohammad Hafer or Khajeh Hafez-¢
Shirazi known as *messenger of the unknown’ was born in

1327 CE. in Shiraz, he passed away there in 1413 CE.

s One of the most celebrated Persian poets of all time and the author of *Diwan-¢
Hafez’, he owes a great deal of his reputation to his incomparably fine Ghazals.

= Hafez reached mastery over all religious (Islamic) and literary arts of his time
while still a young man.

m He chose the pseudonym Hafez which literally means “the keeper’ and reflects
his accomplishment in memorising the Quran in such a way that he could
recite it in a number of different ways.

w The noble thoughts and sublime beliefs of this renowned mystic have found their
way into western culture. Goethe regards him-as one of the greatest scholars in the
history of existence who teaches humans lessons of love and compassion. ‘Diwan-¢
Hafez' has been translated into many languages and is part of the most remarkable
literary heritage of the world. There are annual seminars held in lran and other countries
to explore the personality of this legendary poet and according to UNESCO, he i3 ong
of the undying sources of literature in the world. Iranians hold his Diwan in high

esteem, they pray with it and read it to learn about their fortune,...
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