L Rite

Sadegh Hedayat

n Born February 17, 1903, Tehran - died April 4, 1951,
Paris

= Author, Translator, and one of the pioneers of modern

pnovel in Iran — Author of *The Blind Owl®

s Hedayat’s adult life, although troubled, was far from inane. He graduated
from the prestigious Ecole St Louis {a French missionary schoaol) in 1925 and
was sent to Belgium,along with the first group of Iranian students to study
abroad on scholarships but he soon dropped out. In 1927, he wrote the short
story “Death™ (Marg) which was published in ‘Iranshahr’ magazine. He moved
to France in the subsequent year and wrote *The Advantages of Vegetarianism’.
In the two years that followed, he wrote a few stories including *The French
Prisoner of War’, *Hadji Aga’. ‘The Fable of Creation’, etc. Upon returning
to Tehran, he was employed at Melli (Iranian National) Bank in 1930 and wrote a
collection of 9 short stories entitled *Buried Alive® as well as the acclaimed play
‘Parvin, Sassan’s Daughter’. For some years he maintained a relatively steady
literary career until he moved to India in 1936 where he learnt the Pahlavi
language from which he translated ‘The Deeds of Ardeshir Babakan® to Persian.

He also saw to a limited publication of his famous work ‘The Blind Owl’, and ...
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Shahriyar

n Seyyed Mohammad Hossein Behjat Shahriar Tabrizi

was born in Tabriz in 1906 and passed away in his hometown
in 1988 where he is Buried in *Maghbaratol Shoara® (The

poets” shrine)

m A poet and a literary man, Shahriar wrote poetry in Persian and Azeri which is

considered among fine and enduring instances of those languages. Credited as one of

the guardians of Iranian poetry and literature, he was skilled in creating poetry ina
variety of styles such as Ghazal, Qit'a, Qasida, Masnavi, Rubai, and Nimaic. He has
left over 28,000 couplets in Persian and another 3,000 in Azeri.

m He had his first book of poetry published in 1929 with introduetions written by
Malek o-Sho'ara Bahar, Saeed Nafisi, and Pejman Bakhtiari. His most famous work
‘Heydar Babaya Salam’ has been a controversial topic for the doctoral theses in many
universities of the world such as the University of Columbia, New York. The day of his
passing is named the ‘national day of Persian poetry and literature’ in lran and a recent
(2007) TV series, which was directed by Kamal Tabrizi called *Shahriar®
eponymously, depicts some of events of his life. The opening to one of his famous
Qasidas reads:

“You came at last, my dearest, but Why Now? Why now, my unkind love, that | am

consumed Why Now?”
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