Faramarz Payvar

Biography

The late Faramarz Payvar - born in Tehran on February 10", 1932 was a
Santur player, a renowned composer of Nava and Tasnif and an unguestioned
master of lranian Musical Radif. His father Ali Payvar was a painter and
a French teacher and his grandfather Mosaveroddoleh was an exquisite
painter of the Qajar dynasty who also played the violin, Santur, and Setar
fairly well. Payvar started music at 17 with Maestro Abolhasan Saba and
learned from Masters Abdollabh Davami and Nour Ali Khan Boroumand.
It was three years after Habib Samaee’s demise, one of the last legendary
Santur players, when Faramarz Payvar began going to Master Saba’s
classes in Zahiroddoleh Street, Tehran, He became one of master Saba’s
greatest students attending lessons until 1957 when the master passed
away. He joined the Ministry of Culture and Art in 1954 and started
teaching Santur in the National Music Conservatoire in 1958, He was the
first Santur plaver to bring notation-composing on Santur rather than mere
improvisation. In other words, he was the first [modern] composer
whose specialized instrument was Santur. He enrolled onto Master Emanuel
Melik Aslaniyan’s Harmony and Composition course and in 1962, received a
scholarship from the Ministry of Arts and Culture to pursue his formal education
which he had once discontinued in favour of music. He read English Listerature
at Cambridge where he invested copious effort in introducing lranian
classical music and Santur to the west to the point that he was
commissioned by the University of London and Cambridge University to
give lectures and play music and that earned him some awards from
those universities. Payvar should be considered as one of the first
conductors of orchestral ensembles with [ranian instrument structure. His
greal knowledge in music and his interest and enthusiasm in this regard
was the reason for him to publish books sharing his perception of his
Masters® classes like Saba and Davami with a larger audience, books such
as Payvar Radif and Notation of 200 Tasnils in Abdollah Davami’s style.
His other publications are “Concertino for Santur and Orchestra®™, “Thirty
Chaharmezrab for the Santur”, “Master Saba Left Tune radif™, “Shahr-e-

Ashub Radif”, “The Preliminary Radif”, “Overture Radif”, and “Colour”,

)byl yd

Jp_. "““jil:ﬁ:'

dt@.&|€ixm5¢m'=&—gm:&1.l;lﬁcl gnlyand; Leaslls la
25 53lulsl 57 (55)45 55190 5 (0]

sg st sl dalad " e s s oSl

oy
" 2 s WO s s
tf.lg,....lil;&_..h_ﬁ_l.:lj . L..—Q.)L._Mlln_d.l._‘.;Jq_E—

"._STJJ" Pl [
4 P

Gerdegamae’ M planliae

Santur Player

Graduate of Cambridge University, England with a degree in
English Literature

First Santur player to bring Notation on Santur

Published Several Books: “Concertino for Santur and Orchestra”, “Thirty
Chah@irmezrib for the Santur™ “Master Saba Left Tune Radif ”, “Shahr-¢-

Ashub Radif ”,*The Preliminary Radif ”,"Overture Radif”, and “Colour”,
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Santur Plavers



