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Biography

The late Hassan Kassai was born in a family of merchants in lsfahan in 1928,
Many credit him as the pioneer of a new age in playing Ney, thus making
it impossible to picture this instrument without being reminded of Master
Kassai's name. His father, Hajji Seyyed Javad Kassai was a well-known
merchant in [sfahan who adored Iranian Classical Music and often
received many elite musicians of the time such as Hossein Taherzadeh,
Jalaleddin Taj Esfahani, Akbar Khan Norouzi, Shahnaz family (Shaban,
Hossein, Ali, and Jalil Shahnaz), Gholamhossein Saranj , and Adib
Khansari as guests 1o his house. This was an inspiration for Hassan Kassai
in his early life to develop interest in music especially in Ney; so
encouraged by his father, he started playing this instrument at 12 with
Master Mehdi Navaee. After Master Navaee’s demise, he still benefitted
from other masters” companionship particularly Jalil Shahnaz who, in
effect, was Kassai’s next tutor. Playing music with stringed instruments
acquainted him with the different [ranian musical scales, consequently he was
the first person performing Ney in tune and complete in Chahargah,
Isfahan, Nava, and Right Panjgah Dastgah. He also attended Abolhassan
Saba’s Setar lessons; his Setar performance, is a curiously unique blend
of two styles, reminiscent of both his masters Jalil Shahnaz and Saba’s
Setar at the same time. He also enjoyed Adib Khansari and Taj Esfahani’s
classes for Iranian Musical Gushehs and Singing. Kassai retained his own
style of playing Ney, Setar, and Singing in [sfahan mode, though his
picces were largely improvisations, a great number of beats and vocal tunes
to do with Ney today have been advanced as a result of his ingenuity.
The obstacle in playing Ney was that there wasn't a clear distinction
between the Bass and Soft Bass sounds and altos; however, Kassai
managed to create a pure sound in Ney by changing the position of the
tongue, form of the lips and the head of the instrument, This instrument
gained admiration and was placed beside other more advanced instruments
due to Master Kassai's solos and works with singers and musicians such
as Jalil Shahnaz, Ali Tajvidi, Ahmad Ebadi, Taj Esfahani, and Adib Khansari;
hence Ney is widely used in Iranian Concerts and has attracted many to
the point of meriting a degree course al universities. Master Hassan Kassai

passed away in 2012, May he rest in peace
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# The foremost Master in playing Ney, who produces the purest sound of
this instrument

e His performance is believed to be so influential that many of today s
Ney plavers have taken an interest in this instrument when they heard

him play.
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Ney Plavers



