Biography

Mohammad-Reza Lotfi was born in 1946, in Gorgan, Iran. Encouraged
by his elder brother, he began learning the Tar and proved his talent by
winning the first prize at [ran’s Young Musicians Festival in 1964. A
year later, having finished high school he moved to Tehran and got
accepted in the classes of Habibollah Salehi and Master Ali Akbar
Shahnazi; he learned the Vaziri Style, and western music theory; his
knowledge resulted in his cooperation with Conservatory Orchestra
and Saba Orchestra {directed by Hossein Dehlavi). Getting admitted
into the Faculty of Fine Arts at the University of Tehran and learning
the Radif of Mirza Abdollah under Nour-Ali Khan Boroumand was a
new beginning for a stronger presence in lranian Classical music’s sea
of concepts: and this learning process continued till Boroumand’s last
minutes of life. Lotfi learned the classic style of *Avazi” (Vocal) radifs
and tasnifs from Abdollah Davami, and the Setar from Saeid Hormozi.
He taught music for three years at the Institute for Intellectual
Development of Children and Young Adults (known as Kanoon), and
for another two years in the Musical Research Department at the
National lranian Radio & Television; then in 1974, he began cooperating
with Tehran Radio and the Music Department of the University of
Tehran, and meanwhile co-founded the Sheyda Ensemble. Afiler lran’s
1979 Revolution, Lotfi became the Head of the School of Music at the
University of Tehran for 18 months. During the same period, with the
cooperation of Hossein Alizadeh and his other colleagues from the
ensembles Sheyda and Aref, he founded the Chavosh Conservatory, and
the result of his series of remarkable efforts and activities was the release
of works regarded by most masters of music as some of the best Iranian
musical masterpieces. He had concerts in Rome, Florence, Beldonia,
Padua, ete, and after migrating to the United States, he began a new
series of his activities; he also resided in Switzerland for a while. Lotli
has made much effort to get the world 10 know the Iranian Classical musie
by opening a chain of *Sheyda® conservatories in different countries,
and by holding various concerts and seminars. Some of his works and
concerts are: the tasnifs ‘In Memory of the Mystic’, *Darvak’, *Naz-¢

Leili’, *Koucheh sar-¢ Shab’, *Nava Concert’ and ...
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= Tar/Setar Player, Melody Composer, Instructor, Scholar, and Author

» A Founding Member of Chavosh Conservatory

# A Founding Member of “Sheyda Ensemble’

e Author of the book *Shour is the Mother ol all Dastgah (Modes)’

{unpublished), ‘Sheyda’ (book-of-the-year, four volumes), etc.

# Performing in numerous concerts in many cities around the world

such as Tehran, Rome, Florence, Padua, Los Angeles, Santiago, San

Francisco, Chicago, Boston, New York, Washington, ete.
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