Biography

Farhang Sharif was born in Amol in 1931, Since the age of four, he
learned music from his father’s music lessons, and he also was
influenced by great music scholars such as Abdol-Hossein Khan Shahnazi
(Haj Ali Akbar Khan Shahnazi’s brother), who as his father’s friends,
would come over to visit. At the age of twelve, he successfully played his
first solo performance which was broadeast live on radio, and followed by
that he started playing often in the ‘Golha’ radio music program: as a
Tar-player. he accompanied the guest vocalists of the program. Along
his artistic career, Sharif has had the experience of working with great
vocalists such as Rouh-Angiz Taj. Gholam-Hossein Banan, Shajarian,
Mahmoudi Khansgari, Iraj, Akbar Golpayegani, ete; he is also the
composer of Akbar Golpayegani’s very first Tasnif (ballad). He is a
recipient of Iran’s ‘Top Medal of Arts’ (equivalent to a PhD in Arts) from
the Iran’s Ministry of Culture during the presidency of Mr. Khatami.
For some years, he taught music in some renowned American universities.
He also participated in international music festivals such as the Berlin
Music Festival and managed to present a proper desirable image of his
instrument, the “Tar’, to the world. With Saeid Roudbari (the Tonbak
player) on his side, he had two influential, moving performances in the
21 Fajr International Music Festival in Iran. His accompaniment with
Mohammad-Reza Shajarian’s voeals in *Avaz-¢ Homayoun” has been
among the most memorable works of the two masters. Farhang Sharif
is regarded as one of the most renowned soloists and improvisational
players; the highest climax of the solos in Iranian music is based on
improvisation, but whenever the improvisation is innovative in style
and genuinely inspiring, it will be well-received by the public and the
elite; and few artists have made it to this highest level as solo-players
in the history of music. Undoubtedly, his genuine and unmatched style
on one hand, and his powerful, Nawless musicianship as well as his
creative intuition on the other, makes Farhang Sharif one of the rare
original artists, whose delightful pickings raise the spirits of the musie-
lovers. Hig innovative musicianship - either in technique and melodic
elogquence - contains many informative lessons for the players and

lranian music lovers to learn.
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Tar Player

Improvisational Player

Awarded Iran’s *Top Medal of Arts®, equivalent to a PhD in Aris
University Music Professor in Iran, and for some years in universities

of the United States
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