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Introduction

Iran is a vast country covering 1,648,000 square kilometers in southwestern Asia. It is bordered by Turkmenistan,
Azerbaijan and Armenia to the north, Afghanistan and Pakistan on the east, and Turkey and [raq to the west. The
Persian Gulf and Oman Sea separate Iran from lands further south. The terrestrial borders of the country total 4,137
km. and the water borders reach 2,700 km in all. Iran is situated at the heart of the Middle East and constitutes the
closest link between the Persian Gulf the Caspian Sea, which is the largest land-locked body of water in the world.
This country is also where the East and the West have met for aeons. Historically then, Iran has been at the juncture

of cultural, intellectual and political exchanges.
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Bright springs, pomegranate fields, pistachio gardens, starry nights, countless peaks and valleys, extinet snow-capped

lhon.

volcanoes, dense forests, the Alborz and Zagros mountain ranges, coasts of the Caspian Sea, the Persian Gulf, beautiful
lakes, hot springs and many others comprise the attractive landscape and unforgettable nature of Iran which impress
images of divine beauty in the memories of those who travel to this country.

The name ‘Iran’ /i:ran/ has its roots in the word "Aryan’ which is popularly taken to mean the earliest known clan who
settled in the Iranian plateau. In Zoroastrian texts, the sacred origin of Zoroaster and the ancestral home of *Aryans’
is called ‘Iran Vij’ whose frequently occurring Avestan equivalent *Airyana-vagjah’ and its Middle Persian (Pahlavi)
term ‘ErdnvEj’ both mean ‘The Rising Place of the Aryan Race’. Similarly, *Ariana Khashtaram’ or ‘Land of Aryans’
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assimilated into “Eransahr’ and subsequently *Iran Shahr’ during the Middle Persian period and was finally reduced
to “Eran’ and ‘*Iran’ in the Sassanid Dynasty. Not surprisingly, alongside the ethnic denotations of *Iran’ and *Aryan’

that most Persians cherish and find pride in, there are several meanings that have been imparted to these words in
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particular languages. For example the Avestan *Aeeriyeh’ and the ancient Persian *Ariyeh’ fairije/ or “Ariyeh’ are very

closely linked with /&rije/ which is the Sanskrit word for *Lord” and *Master”. “Arikeh’ farickeh/ is another example

. B,

signifying ‘a man worthy of respect and praise’. Interestingly. Aryan is also pronounced ‘Aeerin’ in Avesta

(Zoroastrian Scripture) and ‘Ir’ in Pahlavi and Dari Persian. In the latter two, it means ‘Free” and is pluralized as

_— =

‘Iran” or “Free Men’. Other translations of *Arya’ and *Iran’ as common nouns include ‘Noble, Honorable. and Friend’.
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h The term “Iran’ (Ir + an) comprises ‘Ir’ which means *Arya’ and ‘an’ which is a suffix of place; thus denoting ‘The
J Place of Aryans’ (Persian Dictionary, Vol. 5, P. 206). Aryans all shared the same language, beliefs, culture and
,! appearance explicitly referring to themselves as *Aryans” which others also designated them with. Numerous ancient
J Zoroastrian texts & historical documents emphasize the existence of a race called *Aryans’ confirming the origins of
4 Iranian ethnicity. Moreover, in a number of inscriptions remaining from the Achaemenid kings, ‘Darius the Great’ and
A ‘Khashayar’ (Xerxes) proclaim themselves as the descendants of the Aryans and declare their language to be “Aryayi’.
"f A number of ancient historians such as Herodotus and Moses of Chorene also called the Medes and Persians “Aryans’.
; In the end, the endurance of the name ‘Iran’ represents that of the Aryan Race, the people of this land and the
| manifestation of their authenticity and truthfulness. The name *Persia’ was the official name of ‘Iran’ in the Western
¥ world prior to 1935.

Pl

4 Speaking about a land with such overwhelmingly long history is indeed a difficult undertaking. Nevertheless, it is
: crucial to acknowledge that as one of the most ancient countries in the world, Iran has had a pivotal role in the
i formation of much culture and many civilizations. Countless historians and archaeologists have remarked that the
: [ranian civilization was in many ways a source of inspiration for its counterparts around the world on account of the
f pioneering and extraordinary people who created and developed it. The ancient civilizations that emerged from the
; four corners of this land were among the earliest to evolve from their instinets of primitive social adherence to a
¥ conscious awareness of the advantages that a centralized settlement with an intricate infrastructure would bring.
| These people soon managed to derive the benefits of such living arrangement and established colonies akin to
J modern cities. Scores of sites testify to the existence of early and surprisingly advanced civilizations in Iran, which
‘i include but are not limited to: *Sialk” Hills that date back to 7500-8000 years ago and a 4200 year-old Brick Structure
% as well as the 7000 year-old Jiroft and a 4500 year-old Brick Structure, Susa in Khuzestan Province and the recovered
j 8000 year-old artifacts, the civilization of the Burnt City in Sistan and Baluchistan province known as the modern
1 city of the ancient times, Giyan Hill (Tappe Giyan) with 5700 years of history, Tappe Hesar (in Damghan), Urartu
1 (in Azerbaijan), Kassites (in Lorestan), Tappe Hasanlu & Haftavan Tappe (in Azerbaijan), Goudin Tappe (in Kangavar),
J Shah Tappe & Torang Tappe (in Gorgan), Ghabrestan Tappe (in Ghazvin), Tappe Yahya and Shahdad (in
|
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Kerman) as well as other cities such as Jaary in Fars, Pardis and Esmail Abad in Tehran, Shahryar and Varamin.

On the subject of devising and implementation of laws, in addition to owning the earliest genuine set of codified
civil laws in the world known as the Hammurabi Code, Iran is the birthplace of the world's first charter of human
rights (The Cyrus Cylinder) 2500 years ago. Furthermore, recording the expenses and wages paid for the construction
of the city of Parseh reflected in at least forty thousand clay tablets, establishing thorough system of salary
payments, insurance and maternity leave, introducing a unified Tax System, creation of Satraps (30 provinces) and the
intercity courier service stations called *Chapar Khaneh’, minting gold coins called Gold Darics, construction of the
Royal Road from Susa to Sardis, invention of Persian Cuneiform and standardization of weights and
measurements are all just a few examples of the remarkable feats of Iranians ingenuity in the Achaemenian era some

2500 years ago.

[ranians were among the earliest creators of writing systems which enabled them to produce a vast wealth of recorded
material and although much of it has been lost, Persian literature is not unknown to other nations and many of its
crowning and influential works have been rendered into a number of other languages. Whether in poetry or prose,
Iranians have shared their sweet Persian literary masterpieces with the world. Ferdowsi, Omar Khayyam, Molavi
(Rumi), Roodaki, Hafez, Saadi, Attar, Jami, and Nezami Ganjavi are the Persian Nobles who receive their nobility
not from lineage but in their achievements on account of which, scores of seminars are held in the world’s most
prestigious universities annually in honour of these great men. In addition, what reflects the grandeur of thought and
the philosophy of Iran is that this country is home to scientists, scholars and philosophers such as Kharazmi, Zakariya
Razi, Abu Reyhan Birouni, Avicenna, Khaje Abdollah Ansari, Khaje Nasir-e-Din Toosi, Sohrevardi, Molla Sadra,
etc. whose knowledge. wisdom and viewpoints informed thought and education at respectable academia around

the world.

The genius of Iranian physicians has always been acknowledged throughout the history of medicine. People in the
Burnt City, located in present day Zahedan, had advanced the medical knowledge with amazing skills in surgery and

were masters of orthopedics 4800 years ago; at a more recent time, during the Sassanid Period some 1700 years ago,
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h people of Khuzestan established the Global University of Gundeshpur (Jondi Shapour). Creating the first Global
) Hospital and medical training institute as well as producing eminent medical scholars and practitioners such as
1 Borzooyeh the Physician, Abubakr Akhavein Bukhari, Zakariya Razi, Avicenna, etc. is incontrovertible evidence of
J a gifted and passionate people who have, since ancient times, valued the importance of science and that of
4 Medicine in particular.
d
1
: [ranian architects have captivated awed observers with their work for ages. Regardless of where they lived in the
}i vast and changing territories of Iran, it is hard to deny the brilliance of the people who designed and erected such
structures as “Chogha Zanbil” (the 3300-year-old ziggurat in Khuzestan), *Azar Goshnasp® (a 3000-year-old temple),
J Y & p P
] the 2500 year-old *Bisotun’, the 2000 year-old ‘Arg-e-Bam’, *Palace of Madaen Ctesiphon’ (the capital of Sassanid
) Empire also known as *Tagh-e Kasra’ situated in present day Iraq). as well as the Art Exhibition of Asia, the 2500
J year-old Palace and the city of Parseh (Persepolis) in Shiraz. Also in the Post-Islamic Epoch: *Khajeh Nasir e-Din
: Tousi’s Observatory’ (first in the world), *Darvaze Quran” (Quran Gateway), *Nasir ol Molk Mosque’, *Vakil
i Mosque’, ‘Eram Garden’, *Jahan Nama Garden’, *Hafez and Saadi Mausoleums® in Shiraz — *Sio-se-Pol’, *Sheikh
: Lotfollah Mosque’, ‘Alighapoo’ and *Naghshe Jahan® in Isfahan — *Shahzadeh Mahan Garden’ in Kerman, and ‘llgoli
=,, Garden” in Tabriz are but a few examples of the Iranians® magnificent architecture and stand testimony to their
b mastery over this unique combination of art and technology. Even in ancient times, an early form of urban planning
Pl existed in the Burnt City where a central organization seems to have regulated the constructions of streets and houses
£
| and where clay pipes were employed to create an intricate drainage and sewerage system. Persians also had a concept
4 of project management that enabled them to carry out Darius the Great’s command in connecting the Mediterranean
i
‘: and the Red Sea 2500 years before the Suez Canal was constructed on the same site.
e
: The inhabitants of Iran were among the first to begin mining for different ores (dating back to the third millennium
1 BC) and to utilize metals (fifth millennium BC). At present, Iran holds 11% of the identified oil reserves and 18%
i (effectively the second largest) of gas reserves on earth. It 1s therefore one of the wealthiest countries i terms of
: o g
/] natural resources which also include huge amounts of iron, manganese, chromium, copper, lead, zinc, nickel, cobalt,
Y
d
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gold, silver, uranium, sulfur, salt, turquoise, sand, and coal. In addition to exhaustible resources, Iran has been blessed !’
with undying treasures such as diverse climates and a strategic position. The four seasons occur in succession and g
: sometimes simultaneously in different parts of the country making it possible to raise various crops and engage in f
X different seasonal activities. Iran’s geostrategic importance stems from where it is situated between European and Asian ?
1 lands. It is also a vital logistic component in the set of marine transportation routes along the Persian Gulf and through
| the strait of Hormoz, which distinguishes this country even further. d
Iranian artists have always been internationally acclaimed and considered among the best: the roots of this excellence r
i can be traced in Chogha Mish rock carvings in Khuzestan that illustrate one of the first orchestras in the world 4
1 conducted over 6,000 years ago. The world’s first animation was also created in Iran where archaeologists recovered f
a curiously decorated goblet, from a five thousand year-old grave. The depictions of ibexes and trees on this artefact f’
H seem to recur purposefully and are indeed meant to be one image with subtle variations which illustrate the same ibex 1
¥ approaching a tree and feeding on its leaves in five movements. Inhabitants of the Burnt City also combined d
b entertainment with intellectual engagement as the most ancient backgammon board in the world has been recovered d
1 in this locale. 8
\ I
\ Iranian athletes and heroes have always earned pride and self-respect with acts of true heroism inspired by Arash the !’
{ Archer, Ario Barzan, Surena, Babak Khorramdin, Rustam-e Dastan, Kaveh the Blacksmith, Yaghoob Leys, Mardavij b,
J! and Maziar. And most recently of course, the allied invension of Iran and the eight year -long warfare that ensued, g
; put to rigorous test the national honour of [ranians to defend every inch of their land even in face of terrible adversity. 3
j At any rate, this great land has been replete with achievements and pride-inspiring feats from antiguity to modern
i times and perhaps the first chapter of this book which is a glance at the long history of Persia can partially reflect the
Pl grandeur and magnificence, that is [ran.
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