Iran, the Cradle of Ancient Architecture

lranian engineers & architects have long been considered as distinguished
characters in history. Structures such as ‘Chogha Zanbil® the 3300-
year-old ziggurat in Khuzestan, ‘Azar Goshnasp” the 3000-year-old temple,
the 2500 year-old ‘Bisotun’®, the 2000 year-old *Arg-e-Bam’, ‘Palace of
Madaen Ctesiphon” also known as ‘Tagh-e Kasra® (the capital of Sassanid
Empire) in modern Irag, as well as the Art Exhibition of Asia - the 2500
year-old Palace and the city of Parseh (Persepolis) in Shiraz all stand
lestimony to the Iranians’ ingenuity in architecture and their mastery over
this unique combination of art and technology. In this regard, it is
noteworthy that the Burnt City had a standard regulatory organization in
the streets and houses and made use of clay pipes to create an intricate
drainage and sewerage system. Moreover, the construction of Modern
Suez Canal 2500 years ago under the command of Darius the Great is

further evidence in engineering and architecture in Iran.

Iran 2500 vears ago

Lran, birthplace of the world's first charter of human right (The Cyrus
Cylinder)

Discovery of approximately forty thousand clay tablets recording
expenses and wages paid for the construction of Parseh city-
establishing a thorough mechanism of salary, insurance and maternity
leave - introducing a unified Tax System - creation of Satraps (provinces)
and the intercity courier service stations called *Chapar Khaneh® - minting
gold coins called Gold Darics - construction of the Royal Road from
Susa to Sardis - invention of Persian Cuneiform and standardization of
weights and measurements are all just a few examples of the

remarkable Achaemenian feats about 2500 years ago,

Iran, Cradle of Architecture (Post-Islamic Epoch)

Darvaze Quran (Quran Gateway), Nasir ol Molk Mosque, Vakil
Mosque, Eram Garden, Jahan Nama Garden, Arg-¢ Karim Khan and
Narenjestan Museum in Shiraz - Sio-se-Pol, Chehel Sotun, Jame
Abbasi Mosque, Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque, Alighapoo and Naghshe
Jahan in Isfahan - Shahazdeh Mahan Garden in Kerman - Chehel Sotun
Palace and Jameh Mosque in Qazvin - El goli Garden in Tabriz and
Gonabad’s Jameh Mosque are only a few examples of the lranians”

magnificent architecture.

Iranians, patriotic and strong - Iran, the cradle of heroism

lranian athletes and heroes have always earned pride and self-respect
with acts of true heroism inspired by Arash the Archer, Ario Barzan, Surena,
Babak Khorramdin, Rustam-e Dastan, Kaveh the Blacksmith, Yaghoob
Leys, Mardavij and Maziar. Most recently, the allied military invasion
of Iran and the eight year-long warfare that ensued, put to rigorous test
the national honour of Iranians to defend every inch of their land even

in face of terrible adversity.

And Other Headings:

+ Geography of lran:

« Persian Gulf

« lran, a Beautiful Country with Four Seasons
+ Iran, an Affluent Country

« Tehran - Capital of Iran (At a Glance)
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