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Iranians; Glorious, From Antiquity
to Modernity
(At a Glance)




rolzo oyl w1 -l 51 g o) 1 - bl o)

Ancient Persia-Post Islamic Epoch & the Modern Days of Iran
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Iranians possess a pivotal role in the formation of much culture

and many civilizations in the ancient world

One of the earliest sites of human settlement in the world is located on
the Iranian plateau. To name a few, ‘Sialk” Hills that date back 1o 7500-
8000 years ago and a 4200 year-old Ziggurat, the 7000 year- old
Jiroft and a 5000 year-old ziggurat (So called the oldest ziggurat in
the world) are somewhalt a journey to the beginning of human civilization,
Susa in Khuzastan Provinee and the 8000 year-old artifacts discovered
and the 3300 year-old ziggurat {and the legendary Code of Hammurabi
as one the earliest genuine set of codified civil laws in the world ) are some more
examples as well as the civilization of the Burnt City in Sistan and
Baluchistan province known as the modern city of the ancient world —
it is believed lranians who possessed progressive knowledge inhabited
this eity about 6,000 years ago, they were even more sophisticated
than the city state of *Crete’ (that Sinuhe speaks of in his book).
Other recognized civilizations of the third millennium BC in Iran are as
follows: Giyan Hill (Tappe Giyan) with 3700 years of history, Elam (in
Khuzestan), Tappe Hesar (in Damghan), Urartu (in Azerbaijan), Kassites
(in Lorestan), Tappe Hasanlu & Haftavan Tappe (in Azerbaijan),
Goudin Tappe (in Kangavar), Shah Tappe & Torang Tappe (in Gorgan),
Ghabrestan Tappe (in Ghazvin), Tappe Yahya and Shahdad (in Kerman) as
well as other cities such as Jaary in Fars, Pardis and Esmail Abad in
Tehran, Shahryar & Varamin. Also, a number of objects obtained from
Sumerian graves bear a striking resemblance to items found in burials of
Jiroft and the Burnt City in terms of material and applied technigques.
This observation, together with the prevalence of such similar or the
same objects and their industrial requisites in Jiroft and the Burnt City is
considered as an indication that Arta craftsmen of Jirof and the
Burnt City in fact exported their work to Mesopotamia. Interestingly,
artifacts found buried with commoners in Jiroft and the Burnt City
are still superior in crafismanship and technology compared to the
objects excavated from royal tombs in Ur, which indicates that the
understated eastern inhabitants of the ancient Iran were more advanced
than their Sumerian counterparts,

Medical Sciences

Skull Surgery & the World's Earliest Known Artificial Eyeball:

The genius of Iranian physicians has always been acknowledged
throughout history in the world of medicine. About 5000 years ago,
people of Zahedan in the Burnt City - Sistan & Baluchestan province
had advanced medical knowledge enough to perform brain surgery
(on a 13-year old girl), they also managed to make an artificial eye

belongingto a young woman at the age of 28 1o 32,

Literature and Culture

+ Iranians, among the earliest creators of the world’s writing system:
+ Persian literature is not unknown to other nations and many of its
crowning and influential works have been rendered into a number of other

languages and in terms of poetic and prose enunciation, lranian poets
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and scholars shared their sweet Persian literary masterpieces with

the world. Ferdowsi, Omar Khayvam, Avicenna, Molavi (known
as the father of Mysticism in the world), Roodaki, Hafez, Saadi.
and Nezami,... are the Persian Nobles who receive their nobility

not from lineage but in their achievements.

Science and Intellect

+ A 5000 year-old Ruler in the Burnt City — A 10-centimetre ruler crafted
out of ebony, sufficiently accurate to measure down to a millimeter in
terms of modern units

+ Khajeh Nasir e-Din Tousi’s Observatory: The world's largest observatory
before the invention of optical telescope Maragheh observatory is the
result of Khajeh Nasir’s passion for astronomy with a good number
of scientists who contributed to the construction of the observatory.
He was an experl in mathematics, astronomy, philosophy, and the
writer of Zij-i ilkhani (A major astronomical treatise), and Akhlaq
-i-Masri” (A work of practical ethics which became a popular reference among
the Muslims of India and Iran). Furthermore other Iranian scholars such as
Kharazmi, Birooni, Farabi, Avicenna, Toosi, Khayyam, Naser Khosrow,
Khajeh Abdollah Ansari, and Sohrevardi implicate the leadership of

this land in knowledge, research, wisdom and science.

Art

Iranians have always been internationally acclaimed and considered
among the best, this excellence can be rooted in history from Chogha
Mish rock carvings in Khuzestan that illustrate one of the first orchestras
in the world conducted over 6000 years ago to the artifacts discovered
in southwest of lran (4000 years ago) - the two ceramic figurines one in

the form of a musician discovered in mid 2nd millennium B.C.

The World’s First Moving Image (Animation)

In 2004 excavations in Burnt City, archacologists recovered a curiously
decorated goblet from a five thousand year-old grave. The depictions
of ibexes and trees, which seemed to recur purposefully, are indeed
meant to be one image with subtle variations which illustrate one ibex

approaching a tree and feeding on its leaves in five moves,

The Backgammon Board of the Burnt City

The Burnt City grave coded 761 by archaeologists has kept an old
backgammon board along with 60 other objects for thousands of years.
The history of this backgammon board is estimated to be from 3200

to 2500 BC which was almost contemporary with that of Ur's,

Iran and a long record of Metallurgy and the use of metals from
about 4000 BC and 3000 BC respectively

Tall-¢ Eblis in Kerman is considered among the world's oldest
metal smelting industries. Archaeologists believe Metallurgy in lran
dates back to 4000 BC.
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Iran, the Cradle of Ancient Architecture

lranian engineers & architecis have long been considered as distinguished
characters in history. Structures such as ‘Chogha Zanbil® the 3300-
year-old ziggurat in Khuzestan, *Azar Goshnasp® the 3000-year-old temple,
the 2500 year-old ‘Bisotun’, the 2000 year-old *‘Arg-¢-Bam’, ‘Palace of
Madaen Ctesiphon” also known as ‘Tagh-e Kasra® (the capital of Sassanid
Empire) in modern Irag, as well as the Art Exhibition of Asia - the 2500
year-old Palace and the city of Parseh (Persepolis) in Shiraz all stand
testimony to the Iranians’ ingenuity in architecture and their mastery over
this unigque combination of art and technology. In this regard, it is
noteworthy that the Burnt City had a standard regulatory organization in
the streets and houses and made use of clay pipes to create an intricate
drainage and sewerage system. Moreover, the construction of Modern
Suez Canal 2500 years ago under the command of Darius the Great is

further evidence in engineering and architecture in [ran.

Iran 2500 vears ago

Iran, birthplace of the world's first charter of human right (The Cyrus
Cylinder)

Discovery of approximately forty thousand clay tablets recording
expenses and wages paid for the construction of Parseh city-
establishing a thorough mechanism of salary, insurance and maternity
leave - introducing & unified Tax System - creation of Satraps (provinces)
and the intercity courier service stations called *Chapar Khaneh” - minting
gold coins called Gold Daries - construction of the Royal Road from
Susa to Sardis - invention of Persian Cuneiform and standardization of
weights and measurements are all just a few examples of the

remarkable Achaemenian feats about 2500 years ago.

Iran, Cradle of Architecture (Post-Islamic Epoch)

Darvaze Quran (Quran Gateway), Nasir ol Molk Mosque, Vakil
Mosque, Eram Garden, Jahan Nama Garden, Arg-e Karim Khan and

Narenjestan Museum in Shiraz - Sio-se-Pol, Chehel Sotun, Jame
Abbasi Mosque, Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque, Alighapoo and Naghshe
Jahan in Isfahan - Shahazdeh Mahan Garden in Kerman - Chehel Sotun
Palace and Jameh Mosque in Qazvin - El goli Garden in Tabriz and
Gonabad’s Jameh Mosque are only a few examples of the [ranians’

magnificent architecture.

Iranians, patriotic and strong - Iran, the cradle of heroism

lranian athletes and heroes have always earned pride and self-respect
with acts of true heroism inspired by Arash the Archer, Ario Barzan, Surena,
Babak Khorramdin, Rustam-e Dastan, Kaveh the Blacksmith, Yaghoob
Leys, Mardavij and Maziar. Most recently, the allied military invasion
of Iran and the eight year-long warfare that ensued. put to rigorous test
the national honour of lranians to defend every inch of their land even

in face of terrible adversity.

And Other Headings:

+ Geography of Iran:

+ Persian Gulf

« Iran, a Beautiful Country with Four Seasons
+ Iran, an Affluent Country

« Tehran - Capital of Iran (At a Glance)
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