Biography

Mohammad Reza Shajarian was born in Mashhad in September, 1940,
He recalls his early childhood saying he would sing to himself whenever
he was alone since the age of five. He started reciting Quran at 9 and his
voice was first broadeast from Khorasan Radio in 1952, He learned
crafling Santur with Maestro Jalal Ekhbari, and managed to make his
first out of mulberry wood in the year he became a father 1963, After
several years of working as a teacher and headmaster in Mashhad primary
schools, he moved to Tehran and started his career in the Radio while
taking singing lessons from Master Esmail Mehrtash. In Tehran, he met
Master Ahmad Ebadi, the well-known Setar player and composer, and
attended Master Boozari’s Calligraphy classes. He then met Reza Varzandeh
{Santur Master) and later recorded his first [National] Radio programme
called “Green Leaf No. 217, He continued to work at the Radio under the
pseudonym Siavash Bidkani until 1971, however since 1970 when he
gol an employment with National lranian Television, he chose to be known
by his original name Mohammad Reza Shajarian which has become
legendary. He benefitted from Master Payvar’s lessons who taught him
Santur and singing Saba’s version of Iranian Classical Vocal Repertoire -
Radif in 1971 and in the following year, studied Taherzadeh’s Voeal
Style with Master Nour Ali Khan Boroumand and furthered his singing
skill through the lessons of Master Davami. In 1972, Shajarian and
a group of other eminent masters including Mohammad Reza Lotfi,
Naser Farhangfar, Hossein Alizadeh, Jalal Zolfonoon, Davoud Ganjeie,
and Mohammad Moghaddasi founded the Music Preservation and
Dissemination Centre which was directed by Dariush Safvat unul 1977; the
same year Shajarian established ‘Del Avaz’ firm. He ranked first in the
National Quran Recitation Competition in 1978 and from 1979 continued
his industrious collaboration with Faramarz Payvar, Sheida Ensemble
and Aref Ensemble as well as master Parviz Meshkatian resulting in the
release of such unforgettable records as “Injustice™,*Nava”, and “Dastaan™
within less than a decade. He has been nominated for the world - class
Grammy Award in recognition of his records “Cannot do without You™

and also recieved the Picaso Award from UNESCO in 1999,
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Vocalist / Distinguished Calligrapher

An expert in lranian Musical Instruments

The Grammy Award Nominee for ‘Cannot do without You®

Golden Picasso Medal Winner, one of UNESCO's highest honours-1999
First Prize Winner in the National Quran Recitation Competition-1987

Records: “Dastaan™, “Nava”™, “Cheshmeh Noosh™, “Silence”, “Lovers™...
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