Biography

Dr. Loris Cheknavarian (also spelled Tjeknavorian) was born in Boroujerd in
1937. As a kid, he learned and felt the alphabet of the Iranian culture in the
alleys, on the streets and at school. He had a great passion for music,
and therefore in 1953, began his education in the Conservatory of
Music. After a while he moved to Austria and studied composing and
Orchestral Conducting in the Vienna Academy of Music until 1961.
He then returned to Iran, and started teaching at Tehran Higher-Education
Conservatory of Music; at the same time, while running the ‘National
Instruments” gallery at Tehran’s Goethe Institute, he also became the
director of the National Opera House. By the end of 1963, he moved back to
Austria and Professor Carl Orff granted him a scholarship, which
allowed him to reside in Salzburg and to complete his opera "Rostam
and Sohrab’, He worked on his compositions in Austria for lwo vears;
then moved to the United States and continued his education in
composing and orchestral conducting for several vears until he graduated
with a PhD degree. He returned to Iran in 1970 and besides having concers
with the Tehran Symphonic Orchestra and the National Iranian Radio
& Television Orchestra (as Guest Conductor) created many works. So far,
Tjeknavorian has conducted many of the world's renowned orchestras such
as London Symphony Orchestra, London Philharmonic Orchestra, the
Armenian Symphony Orchestra, the Mexican Symphony Orchestra, ete.
He has been a professor at Tehran Higher-Education Conservatory of Music,
the Concordia College at the University of Minnesota, and some other
universities. He has also created works such as *Leili and Majnoun
Opera’, ‘Symphony of Love and Hope’, ‘Pardis and Parisa Opera’, *Ballet
of the Simorgh, “The Rhythm of Lights and Sound” (for the *2500-Year®
Celebrations in Persepolis, Shiraz), and *Toccata and Fugue® for strings.
He explains that, as the former conductor of the Iranian Symphony
Orchestra, his use of Iranian instruments in his works has been for the
purpose of introducing them to the world; and for that matter, he spent
his first three years after his return to Iran, making efforts to successfully
modulate them and use them other than in solos. Among his other works
are: “Rostam and Sohrab® opera, *Symphonies 1 to 47, *Pardis and Parisa

Suites’, ‘The Waltz of Birth’, and ‘Love Songs Suites’.
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# Conductor and Musician

PhD in Music Composition and Orchestral Conducting from the
University of Michigan, USA

Conducting world’s renowned orchestras such as London Symphony
Orchestra, London Philharmonic Orchestra, the Armenian Symphony

Orchestra, the Mexican Symphony Orchestra, ete.
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